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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Quality education is essential to an infornmed

citizenry, the foundation of our denocratic society; and

WHEREAS, Access to quality education is the gateway to

opportunity, our nation's promse to all; and

VWHEREAS, (Quality education provided in a uni ver sa

setting enriches the | earning experience; and

VWHEREAS, (Quality education for every citizen regardl ess
of race, religion, et hnic backgr ound, or econoni ¢
circunstance is a fundanental goal wunder our form of

governnment; and

WHEREAS, On May 17, 1954, in a historic and unani nous
decision, the United States Supreme Court, in Brown v. Board
of Education, 347 U S. 483 (1954), ruled that public
education is subject to the equal protection provisions of

the United States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, The Court based its decision as well on the
prem se that to separate children according to their race was

unfair, dimnishing their hopes and their futures; and

VWHEREAS, That decision of WMy 17, 1954 was t he
culmnation of 58 vyears of effort by a vast nunber of
persons, organi zations, and institutions and of the largely
unknown and unheral ded efforts of countless early Americans
and their descendants ainmed at achieving equal justice under

the | aw and

WHEREAS, The Court's pronouncenment in Brown v. Board of
Education validated those remarkable actions and their
underlying premse that change in our country is achieved

t hough peaceful, |awful neans; and

WHEREAS, That participants fromall wal ks of life joined
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in pursuit of this goal enphasizes that Americans, standing
together, can effect great and positive change under the | aw,

and

WHEREAS, That decision has had a profound, significant,
and beneficial inpact on all aspects of life in the United

States; and

WHEREAS, The significant contributions of «citizens of
this State were essential to the ultimte success of that

58-year effort; and

VWHEREAS, Those contributions made through Ilawful and
peaceful nmeans stand as worthy nodels of the benefit of

public education and good citizenship; and

VWHEREAS, The benefits to this State are everywhere to be
seen in the contributions by Illinois citizens not only in
education but in governnent, the arts, business, and other

civi c undertakings; and

WHEREAS, The 50th Anniversary of the Brown v. Board of
Educati on deci sion affords an opportunity for the citizens of
this State to cel ebrate and cormenorate our own success in
providing quality public education and recognize the fruits

of that success; and

WHEREAS, May 17, 2004 is the 50th anniversary of this

historic event; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF I LLI NO S, THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG HEREI N, t hat the Illinois
Comm ssion on the 50th Anniversary of Brown v. Board of

Education is created; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the nenbers of the Conm ssion shal

include the President of the Senate or his or her designhee
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and the Speaker of the House of Representatives or his or her
desi gnee, each serving as co-chairpersons, the Governor or
his or her designee, one vice-chairperson appointed by each
of the co-chairpersons, and 25 appointed nenbers, wth the
Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the Mnority Leader of the Senate,
and the Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives

appoi nting 5 nenbers each; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the appointed nenbers shall be from
di verse backgrounds so as to reflect the diverse citizenry of
II'linois working together for a cormon denocratic cause, and
that their individual qualifications shall include varying
educational, professional, and civic experiences that bring
di fferent perspectives and cooperative outlooks to the

Conmi ssion; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the purpose of the Commssion is (i) to
further a statewide appreciation for the advancenent of
denocratic principles through our systemof law and justice
using the wunani nous 1954 Suprene Court decision in Brown v.
Board of Education as a touchstone and (ii) to inspire all of
our citizens, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, religion,
or econom c status, to appreciate the value of education and
public service as a mneans to further the objects of

denocracy; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Conm ssion shall have the foll ow ng
stated objectives: (i) to identify human and docunentary
resources, generally available, for use by educational,
civic, social, and other organizations and institutions such
that the Conm ssion nay effectively share in the spread of
denocratic principles as part of the Conm ssion's ongoi ng
activities in 2004; (ii) to encourage direct participation
through essays, creative arts, lectures, original research

and witing, comunity projects, and other activities to
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foster personal commtnment to denocracy; (iii) to provide
adopt abl e program nodel s for |ocal use statewide; and (iv) to
mar k the anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education wth an

appropriate cerenony; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Conmm ssion shall, while working in
coordination wwth and with the assistance of Chicago State
Uni versity and Southern Illinois University at Carbondal e's
Public Policy I nstitute, br oaden out reach by usi ng

establi shed channels, including publicly supported nedia and

el ectronic, conputer-assisted communication systens, and
elicit voluntary assistance from educational, |egal, civic,
and professional organizations and institutions as well as

notabl e i ndividuals; and be it further

RESOLVED, That no later than June 30, 2005, the
Comm ssion shall report to the GCeneral Assenbly and the
Governor on its activities and acconplishnments, and that the
Comm ssion shall be dissolved after the filing of this

report; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

delivered to the Governor of the State of Illinois.
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